
ñKitty Kassieò finds her forever home!                                  
(New owner Donna Mabry wrote to foster care provider Darcie Luster about            
Kassie shortly after bringing her home.)                                                                                
ñIt will be 3 weeks  tomorrow since I adopted óFrancesô who I         
renamed ï ñKitty Kassieò.  I just wanted to let you know that although 
she is still a little shy,  she is very happy. Kassie sometimes runs and 
hides under the bed at various times during the day; however, in the 
evening, she comes to life!  I started to name her Madame!   She  
appears to be a little cautious of noise or sudden movements, but I 
hope she will finally just know that everything is alright. She will come 
and lay on my chest for hours and always curls up right beside me in 
the bed at night. Kassie sleeps on one side of me and my Bichon 
Frise, on the other.                                                                                                                                                                        

I enjoy feeding birds  and 
have bird feeders all around my house        out-
doors. Kassie loves looking out the window for 
hours at the birds making the most peculiar noise 
as she watches them. I took her to the veterinarian 
the day after I got her to have her nails clipped and 
they all loved her. I am so happy to have found 
Kassie and to have been able to give her a forever 
home.                                                               
Thank you and good luck on future placements!ò                                                 

Donna Mabry    Pearisburg, VA. 

The Scratching Post  
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óSNOOPYô THE BEAGLE HAS A  HAPPY TAIL TO TELL 

ñWe adopted Snoopy, a beagle from the Floyd County Humane 

Society back in May of 2008. We have been so happy with 

Snoopy and he seems to have fit in with our family perfectly. He has met many 

doggy friends in the neighborhood during his walks including two beagles, 

Chocolate and Brady, that are about the same age. He also loves going over to our 

friend Jean's house and playing in her backyard with Ruby, Jean's dog.   

Snoopy has also made several trips to Maryland during his 1st 8 months with us. 

We go there to visit my mom, and Snoopy loves running laps in the basement.  

Around Roanoke, Snoopy has been to several of the greenway trails and always 

loves to say hello to everyone and plays in the water. We have just celebrated 

Snoopy's 1st Christmas with us. He had his own stocking which he really got into, 

"literally"! One of Snoopy's other favorite places to go is the fire station where 

Trey volunteers. He loves being the center of attention down there (and everywhere else). We are hoping to buy a 

house this summer, so Snoopy can have his own big, fenced in backyard where he can play rather than go over to 

other people's houses to share with them. Thank you again for letting us adopt such a wonderful dog and make 

him a part of our family.ò 

Melissa and Trey Chambliss 



MEMBER PROFILE: Sunny Bernardine  

Brought to Giles County through maternal family history, and finding roots of her 
own in Floyd, Sunny Bernardine has been a first class member/ foster mom for 10 
years. She likes to make people laugh. A strong, secure woman, her voice  goes 
soft when she speaks to a dog. In 1930, her family moved to a town flanking     Chi-
cago. There, they could have pets. Rex was a ñvery specialò German Shepherd 
who sashayed around the community befriending all. ñThe attitude towards        
animals was different thenò, but Sunnyôs love of all creatures was ñalways thereò. 
She was ñalways bringing home a dog or a catò. Currently, she has 5 dogs, who 
caught her fancy, and 2 cats, while fostering as many as 8 dogs. Under her loving 
guidance, home is a peaceful kingdom. How did she come to choose dogs to     

foster? ñAs far as Iôm concerned, theyôre IT.ò Genuinely 
caring for each and every foster pooch, in passing them to their new families, 
she has ñshed many and many  a tearò. (All members bump up against the 
reality of not being able to keep every animal.) Now, ñhaving done this 300 
timesò, she can find herself ñlooking forward to the next bunchò. Puppies used 
to be a summer event.   Recently deciding to take in pups as needed, she is 
completely smitten with little Hershey, a chocolate lab mix. ñHeôs very smart, 
and has beautiful eyesò, she coos. This way of life Sunny has chosen, this 
labor of love, has allowed her to meet ñso many wonderful peopleò. When in 
town, folks always  approach her to talk about animals. She expresses her 
gratitude to the Floyd Co. Humane Society, and other animal welfare         or-
ganizations, for making it possible to do what she loves. Our members treat 
her ñlike a priceless antiqueò. ñWhich I am!ò she quickly adds with chuckle. 
Well, none of us would disagree with the priceless part. Thank you, Sunny, for 
giving so many dogs  a paw up in life. You have earned a lot of kibble in 
heaven!                                    

Written by C.H. Cotton 

ñThe attitude 

towards animals 
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thenò, but Sunnyôs 

love of all 

creatures was 

ñalways thereò.  

Dear Tabby: On my stroll through the neighborhood last night, some of my 

outdoor buddies were scratching away, crazy from fleas. They had open sores, 

with no decent bedding and were miserable. It made me howl at the moon! 

What can I do to help? ð Hop Along Hound  

 

Dear Hop Along : We need hounds with heart looking out for their fellow canines! April is 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Month. Cruelty sends most thoughts to larger issues like      

factory farms, but it trickles down to overworked city carriage horses and further yet to the        

isolation of chained dogs. An untreated flea infestation is, beyond a health issue, neglect, a form 

of cruelty. When an animal is taken in as a companion, the inherent responsibility is to enrich 

that life, to best protect that animal from illness, parasites and stress. Regretfully, VA laws do 

not afford strong protection against the spectrum of abuse. Humans are left to follow their own 

moral code. Standards of care are best set by example. The going beyond of basic requirements. 

The use of kind words and tone, gentle hands. Respecting the life in front of you , saving this 

animal in need, begins anew the improvement of the existence of sentients worldwide. Howl, yes, 

make noise when you see abuse; learn where to report it. Humans require reminding of the Dalai 

Lamaõs wisdom: òMy religion is very simple. My religion is kindness.ó This will afford them 

sweeter sleep at night. I send infinite blessings to all my fellow creatures who are still       

struggling in silence.  

-  Justice for all , Tabby    
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Rigel Morgan made a donation                   
toward Vader's surgery. 

Ramona Dixon for her contribution toward                 
Vaderôs surgery. 

Rachel Poole has donated toward Vaderôs surgery. 

Marc & Kathy Poole contributed to Vaderôs surgery. 

ñDarth Vaderò rescued 
from the Floyd County 

Animal Shelter is in need 
of surgery for hip               

dysplasia. Not even a 
year old yet, Darth has a 
long road ahead.  Your 
generosity toward this 

expensive procedure will 
help Darth walk pain free 

on that long road.              
To donate, please mark 
checks ñDarth Vader        
surgery fundò  May the 

force be  with you!  

Snitter 

Rowfie 

Member Eileen Niemi   
rescued pups living 

alone in wooded area  

ñRowfieò and ñSnitterò were 

abandoned in a wooded area 

at about 3 months of age.   

Eileen discovered them while 

out on a walk when they were 

about 6 months old. She fed 

them in the woods for the next 

two and a half months with 

hopes of gaining their trust.  

With only short daily visits, 

trust was minimal. In Nov. '09, 

with the help of the Floyd 

County Humane Society ,  

the two dogs were trapped 

and spayed. Then they were 

put into temporary care as       

outside dogs.   

They now give and receive 

affection, walk fairly well on 

leashes  and obey the       

commands ósit, stay and 

comeô.  While they are       

comfortable with Eileen and  

their pen, they are very    

frightened of other people and 

situations.  They are still too          

frightened to get into a car.  

The temporary care is in 
an isolated home setting with 
only sporadic contact with 
people.  What these dogs 
need is a setting that gives 
them exposure to a variety of 
people and situations.  Eileen 
lacks the setting and specific 
expertise to fully socialize the 
dogs. The dogs are fearful but 
have not shown aggression.  
They are both females and 

each weighs about 35 
pounds.   To help Rowfie and Snitter            

Contact Eileen Niemi                            
e-mail: e_niemi@yahoo.com              

 

Girl Scout Troop 682, Leader Rebekah Hicks 
for your much needed donations! 

Thank you to our generous supporters:  

I appreciate your help;     
      

   

Love, Darth Vader
 


