
   Russellõs Happy Ending   

         
To me, Buddy Staples is the quintessential 

Southern gentleman. His wife, Linda, has a 

welcoming manner and smile that makes you feel like 

youôve just dug into a bowl of your favorite comfort food. 

So it seems only right that such a wonderful dog as Russell 

be part of the family. Buddy was smitten by the mixed 

breed dog in the 2002 Christmas parade who was wearing 

an ñAdopt Meò coat. On the spot, he told friends, ñIf that 

dog is available on Monday, Iôm going to take him.ò The 

dog was 2 years old then, with a history of abuse, so it 

might have been an arduous transition. But the dog showed 

his intelligence and grace up front, seeming to know he 

was home and giving his heart to Buddy completely. (He 

still doesnôt realize he was meant as a surprise for Linda.) 

This charming couple ran a kindly petting zoo, giving tours 

of the farm to kids of all ages, far and wide. Russell dedi-

cated himself to role of greeter and heart-stealer with glee. 

ñHe was so friendly and gentle with the kids. Heôs a great 

one!ò Buddy likes to educate folks about animals, promote 

their welfare, and his interest is manifest in Russellôs vibrant health and spirit. 

 When tragedy struck in the fall of ô03, Buddy was                 

confined to a bed in his living room. ñHe NEVER left my 

side in those 6 months, except to go outside.                               

He was faithful, faithful, faithful.ò  

In addition to 7 llamas (3 youngsters), the Staples farm is 

also home to 3 peacocks, ducks and a pot-bellied pig.       

Regretfully, scheduled visitors have not resumed at the farm. 

òRussell misses the tours as much as Linda and I do. If any-

one comes to the house, he gets all excited and goes to meet 

them.ò But another job adds purpose to Russellôs life. ñHe is 

part Border Collie, has this instinct for protecting and herd-

ing.ò So when a baby llama is born, olô Uncle Russ is on 

duty, fully committed. ñHe has no training for this,ò Buddy 

explains with amazement. Offering companionship and some 

security, joy and peace of mind for every resident on the 

farm seems a tall order, but remember, Russell wrote his 

own job description. Heôs all heart.  Each of Buddyôs cats 

has been named Thomas. All of his dogs have been called 

Russell. But Iôm willing to wager a bet that this one holds a 

special place in Buddyôs heart, and Heaven.                                                                                                                  

(C.H. Cotton) 
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Upcoming Events: 

Sept. 26
th
  Rabies Clinic          

      Times and Locations: 

Blue Ridge Veterinary Hospital (Floyd) 
9am ï 12 noon  

Animal Care Center (Floyd) 

11am ï 2pm  

 Willis Village Mart (Willis) 

11am ï 3pm  

Smithôs Grocery & Hardware     
(Copper Hill) 

12 noon ï 2pm         

Oct. 3rd & 4th  Craft Fair                 
Floyd County High School  

Oct. 24
th 

Pet Portraits                         
New River Community Action Bldg. 



Thibodeaux  

Katie 

All our foster pets are 

spayed/neutered and 

current on vaccinations.   

A complete list of foster 

care pets is at our         

website 

www.floydhumanesociety.org 

To inquire call 745-7207  

or email  

floydhumane@gmail.com 

 and a volunteer will     

assist you. 

Hope 

Brandi  

Forest 

Always lots of     

cute kitty-kats for 

adoption 

Peaches 


